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A Brand New Irish Celebration in Good Old Irish St. Paul 
 

 The Irish Music and Dance Association is delighted to welcome one and all to our COVID Friendly St. 
Patrickôs Day Pajama Party 2021.  We wonôt be welcoming 10,000 of our friends to historic Landmark 
Center this year ï it just isnôt safe to be together ï yet! 
 
 The Irish Music and Dance Association has been welcoming everyone  ï young and not so young ï  to 
celebrate St. Patrickôs Day every year since that first concert at Landmark Center back in 1983!  This yearôs 
celebration will be a fully virtual presentation, with Irish music, Irish dance and Irish theatre throughout the 
big day ï Wednesday, March 17, 2021. 
 
 IMDA will be bringing you some of your old favorites ï bands that have been helping us ring the rafters in 
Landmark Center for many years ï and some newer bands, as well.  And there will be plenty of Irish dancing, 
too.  Weôll spice things up a bit with some fine Irish theatre from the Out of the Mist Celtic Theatre.  
 
 Three sets of entertainment are planned ï a morning set, a mid-day set and an afternoon set.  So grab your 
coffee, tune in to the IMDA website (www.imda-mn.org), IMDAôs own new YouTube Channel or the IMDA 
Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/IMDA.MN) and join us for a full day of wonderful entertainment 
featuring our own local talented musicians, dancers and actors. 
 

 
 

The Morning Set ï beginning at 8:30 am CDT,  
with Teresa McCormick, Mistress of Ceremonies 

 
Hudson Irish Dance Academy - Directed by Corey Hudson.  Offering the full range of beginner through 
championship level Irish dance instruction for boys, girls & adults in their studio in Wayzata. 
 
R¼p§la² - An uncommon trio with a trove of traditional dance tunes, songs in Irish Gaelic, English, 
Breton and more. Chad McAnally on Gaelic harp, wooden flute, vocals and hammered dulcimer; Siobh§n 
Dugan on vocals, Buddy Ferrari on bouzouki.  
 
Rince na Gr®ine Irish Dance (Dance of the Sun) - Directed by Lauren Adams-Plehal.   
Sharing the joy of Irish dance with lessons for ages 3 through adult in their Hopkins studio. 
 
Student Ensembles from the Center for Irish Music - Enjoy the spirited music on a wide range of 
traditional instruments plus song from the students at the Center for Irish Music, a community music 
school dedicated to handing down the tradition.  Offering Irish music lessons to students of all ages in 
private and group settings inside the Celtic Junction Arts Center in St. Paul. 
 
                                                                                                                                   Continued on page 2 
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A Brand New Irish Celebration in Good Old Irish 
St. Paul                                 Morning Set Continued 

 
 
Green Fire Irish Dancers - Directed by Elaine Murray and 
Ed Koehne.  Teaching and performances for ages 5 through 
adult. Contemporary step dancing, hard shoe, and soft shoe. 
Historic and traditional dances performed in period 
costume. Studio in Woodbury. 
 
Out of the Mist Celtic Theatre - Presents ñThe Doolittle 
Monologuesò from Pygmalion by George Bernhard Shaw.  
Focusing on sharing stories from the Celtic Lands or from a 
Celtic cultural perspective, the Out of the Mist Celtic 
Theatre strives to share a genuine experience through 
theatrical storytelling and poetry. 
 
IMDAôs St. Patrickôs Day ñDance Alongò - Sort of like a 
ñSing Alongò but with dancers!  Dancers from many of our wonderful local Irish dance schools and 
performance groups are dancing the traditional set dance ñSt. Patrickôs Dayò ï each safely in their own 
home or studio, mashed together to showcase the dance.  Dance along at home if you like!  (Thanks so 
much to Cormac OôSe and Brian Sullivan of FeisTunes for sharing the music!) 
 

 
 

The Mid-Day Set ï beginning at 12:30 pm CDT, 
with John Dingley, Master of Ceremonies 

 
 
 
Shamrock School of Irish Step Dance - Directed by Rachel Knutson.  
An acclaimed competitive and performance dance school offering group 
and individualized instruction ages 4 and up in their Eagan studio. 
 
Tom Dahill and Ginny Johnson - Bringing alive the soul of Ireland, 
long time favorites on our stage and all around town. Using Irish button 
accordion, concertina, fiddle ð and other instruments ð Tom and Ginny 
play heavy music with a light touch. Performing tunes learned from the 
old masters, they delight audiences with passionate reels and playful 
songs not heard anywhere else. 
 
Eil²s Academy - Directed by Liz Hines, TCRG.  Eil²s Academy aims to inspire dancers to dedicate 
themselves to the tradition and athleticism of Irish dance; offering a traditional foundation for ages 4 years 
old on up in their studio in Osseo, MN. 
 
 

The IMDA Board is: 

President:   Julia Rogers 

Vice President:  Jan Casey  

Treasurer: Maureen Engelhardt 

Secretary:  Cindy Ladany    

Board Members: Kathie Luby        

 Amber Ladany 

 Gemma Forbush 

Editor:                 Kathie Luby 
 
 

IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the 
Dubliner Pub, St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 
. 

 

Contact Information 
 

E-mail:  info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, news, and notices of events 
to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 18th of the preceding month. 
 

Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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A Brand New Irish Celebration in Good Old Irish St. Paul                          Mid-Day Set Continued 

 
 
Clairseach - Award-winning Gaelic harp with cittern, Gaelic and English song, lively dance music with 
button accordion and wooden flute. A thousand years of Irish/Scottish tradition.  Featuring Ann and Char-
lie Heymann. 
 
OôShea Irish Dance - Directed by Riverdance original Cormac OôSe.  Professional step dance training in 
team, solo & show performance with Regional & National Championships.  Preschoolers through adult 
classes held in Minnesota Irish Cultural home, the Celtic Junction Arts Center. 
 
Out of the Mist Celtic Theatre - Presents monologues from ñThe Picture of Dorian Grayò and ñAn Ide-
al Husband,ò both by Oscar Wilde. 
 
The Hounds of Finn - A primarily acoustic group performing Irish folk-rock and roots music from 
around the world, along with original material ð topped off with traditional Irish and Scottish tunes. Fea-
turing Michelle McGregor, Pete McCauley and friends. 
 
A Salute to IMDAôs Decade of Dance recipients for 2021 and 2020 - IMDAôs Day of 
Irish Dance usually includes  the presentation of IMDAôs Decade of Dance Awards, giv-
en to dancers who devote 10 years of their lives to their study of Irish dance.  While the 
dancers will not be on stage at Landmark Center this year, weôll present the dancers via 
photographs, favorite dance memories and some video. 
 
 

The Afternoon Set ï beginning at 5:30 pm CDT ï  
with Paul McCluskey, Master of Ceremonies 

 
North Star Irish Dance - Directed by Beth Pitchford.  Fostering tradition and connecting to community, 
offering non-competitive Irish step and ceili dance dancing in Eden Prairie (PiM Arts Studio) and North-
field (Division Street Dance). 
 
The Two Tap Trio - Traditional Irish music, vocals, fiddle, flute, guitar featuring Norah Rendell, Brian 
Miller and Mary Vanorny.  This band is especially popular with dancers, regularly providing the music 
for Rince na Chroi and Mact²r Academy of Irish Dance. 
 
Rince na Chroi (Dance of the Heart) - Directed by Katie Stephens Spangler.  Based in St. Paul, the Rince 
na Chroi dancers focus on teamwork, performances, and a sense of community. Music by the Two Tap 
Trio. 
 
Out of the Mist Celtic Theatre - Presents selections from ñThe Time I Lost in Wooingò by Thomas 
Moore and ñAn Irish Engagementò by Walter Watt. 
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A Brand New Irish Celebration in Good Old Irish St. Paul                   Afternoon Set Continued 

 
 
 
Ḑ rain - Vocal harmonies and carefully arranged sets abound in this 4-piece band including fiddle, bou-
zouki, flute, guitar, concertina and harp.  Irish and Scottish tunes and songs arranged for 4 voices in Eng-
lish and Scottish Gaelic.  Alexander Dove Lempke, Cara Weggler, Iain Dove Lempke and Mattie Ernst.  
 
 
Pub Sing with the Eddies - Join our friends the Eddies for a 
song fest.  With so much concern about singing helping to 
spread the Coronavirus, the lads had to be mindful of social dis-
tancing to create their performance.  Do sing along!  Three voic-
es, with occasional guitar/accordion accompaniment, and a 
playlist of songs of work, love and death in three-part harmony. 
Chuck Lentz, Mark Richardson, and Tom Welna.   
 
 
 
On·rach Mulhern Geraghty School of Irish Dance (OMG) - Training recreational and competitive 
dancers from beginners through championship level.  OMG offers classes in Dublin and Roscommon in 
Ireland as well as in Chicago and Eden Prairie. 
 
 
Dunquin - Traditional Irish music including exuberant reels and jigs and heart-melting Irish airs on fiddle, 
wooden flute, low pipes and piano.  Featuring Sherry and Don Ladig and Rosa Wells. 
 
 
Rince Nua Irish Dance - Directed by Erin Cooney.  Located in Maple Grove, Rince Nua provides its stu-
dents with a solid education in traditional Irish Dance, as well as artistic opportunities to learn, perform 
and compete contemporary step work and unique and entertaining team choreographies. 
 

 
Out of the Mist Celtic Theatre presents a selection of Irish Blessings 

 

to complete our St. Patrickôs Day Irish Music and Dance Association Celebration 

 

HAPPY AND SAFE ST. PATRICKôS DAY 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Especially for the Wee Ones! 
 
 

 IMDA has some very special entertainment planned for our littlest audience members.  While we would 
love to have everyone join us at historic Landmark Center on St. Patrickôs Day ï weôll have to make do this 
year. 
 
 We will be offering a special Childrenôs Set, available all day long ï on-demand on the IMDA website 
(www.imda-mn.org), on our own YouTube Channel and on the IMDA Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/
IMDA.MN).  These are all interactive offerings, designed to have the wee ones up on their feet and singing 
and dancing! 
 
Celtic Cuties - Join instructor Alisa to learn Celtic Cuties rhymes, finger plays, and songs. This is a great way 
to introduce the little ones to Irish music and movement. This is a sample of the classes offered for little ones 
0 to 4 through the Center for Irish Music.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music and Dance with Danielle Enblom (dancer, fiddler and ethnochore-
ologist) - Danielle has taught, performed, and studied with artists and via 
institutions around the world.  Kids will love getting up on their feet to 
learn some new songs and dances.   
 
 

 
 
Celtic Music Party with Laura MacKenzie and Ross Sutter - An interactive session 
inviting kids 5 - 12 to experience musical performances, get involved through creative 
activities and movement, and learn about the people, cultures, and sounds behind the 
music. Kids are encouraged to make their own pizza box bodhran (drum) beforehand 
and play along.  This presentation is one of the KidsJam workshops offered by the 
Schubert Club. 
 
 

 
  

 We know that if the kids like something, they enjoy seeing it again, so these performances will be available 
on-demand, all day.  Tune in whenever you have some time. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Music on the Porch at Landmark Center Featuring Todd Menton 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Susan Esbjornson  
 
 IMDA and Landmark Center present a special Irish edition of Music From the Porch from Landmark  
Centerôs Market Street entry ñporchò on Sunday, March 14 at 2:00 pm. This concert is like the series of con-
certs presented last summer. They are free and open to the public. Guests are invited to bring a lawn chair and 
enjoy the opportunity to hear live music. The outdoor concert will still observe COVID-19 protocols (masks, 
social distancing), and will be live-streamed for those unable to attend in person. Visit the Landmark Center or  
IMDA website in the event of inclement weather for concert location info. 
 
 This is the only in-person element of this yearôs St. Patrickôs Day Irish Celebration.  The concert features 
the inimitable Todd Menton performing from Landmark Centerôs Market Street porch.  
 

Todd Menton is a multi-instrumentalist and the lead singer in Boiled in Lead, a Twin Cities-based 
punk/folk/world-music band. He is also a solo recording artist for New Folk Records. His music is a 
combination of original and traditional Irish tunes and songs, rendered in a unique, edgy style. The 
bodhr§n and mandolin are featured prominently on his recordings, and are his two favorite  
instruments. Menton teaches bodhr§n (Irish drum), mandolin and pub songs with the Center for Irish 
Music in St. Paul, and is a regular favorite performer in the local pubs.  

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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Our Own ñIrish Celebritiesò Featured on St. Patrickôs Day 
 

  IMDA has been recognizing the outstanding contributions of some very special members of our      
community through the IMDA Honors events since 2004. This year, IMDA is delighted to have three IMDA 
Honorees as part of our St. Patrickôs Day Pajama Party. 
 
Tom Dahill, song man, fiddler, piper and teller of tales, has a great repertoire of old favorites.  Tom has been 
delighting audiences since the days of the old McCaffertyôs and the very first Irish Fair.  Tom is joined by 
Ginny Johnson on concertina, tin whistle, bodhr§n and guitar, performing in the Mid-Day Set. 

 
Ann Heymann, world renowned master of the wire-strung Gaelic (Irish) harp, is largely responsible for the 
modern-day playing of this ancient instrument.  She was the first to bring back the tradition of stringing 
her harp with precious metals to enhance the sound, and is regarded as a world treasure to proponents of 
the Gaelic harp around the world.  Ann is joined by her husband Charlie, a fine multi-instrumentalist and 
singer; they perform together as Clairseach in the Mid-Day Set.   

 
Laura MacKenzie, a champion of playing and teaching wind-powered music, was dubbed the ñHigh Priest-
ess of Celtic Musicò by Minnesota Public Radio.  Lauraôs breadth of expertise includes wooden flutes, 
whistles, concertina, Scottish small pipes, border pipes and more.  Laura is joined by Ross Sutter for a 
Celtic Music Party in the on-demand childrenôs set. 

 
  IMDA has been encouraging students of the traditional arts of Ireland through our IMDA Educational 
Grant Program since 2006.  IMDA is delighted to have eighteen IMDA Educational Grant recipients as part 
of this yearôs festivities: 
 

¦ Liz Hines TCRG, Irish dance teacher, will have students from her school Eil²s Academy performing. 

¦ Musicians Brian Miller and Mary Vanorny will perform with the Two Tap Trio and for the Rince na 
Chroi Irish Dancers. 

¦ Irish language student and musician Rosa Wells will perform with Dunquin.  

¦ Dancer and teacher Lauren Adams-Plehal will have students performing from her school Rince na 

Gréine. 

¦ Costumer (and musician and dancer) Mattie Ernst will perform with Ḑ rain  

¦ Dancer and teacher Beth Pitchford will have students performing from her school North Star Irish 
Dance. 

¦ Dancer and musician Ginger Anderson will perform with Rince na Chroi and in an ensemble from The 
Center for Irish music. Dancer and musician Jordan Grubidge will perform with OôShea Irish  Dance 
and in an ensemble from the Center for Irish Music. 

¦ Dancer, musician and ethnochoreologist Danielle Enblom is presenting a music and dance session in the 
On-Demand Childrenôs set. 

¦ Musicians Ava Sackaroff and Cathal Mee will perform with a Center for Irish Music ensemble. 

¦ Dancers Sophia, Sarah and Sydney Wahl will perform with North Star Irish Dance. 

¦ Dancers Caidence and Cullen OôRourke will perform with the Hudson Academy. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.imda-mn.org/educationalgrants/2012.html



